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I. Title

The title of our submission is “GED Mobile Testing Lab”

II. Summary

In previous years, students have been limited when it came to a place

to take their GED Official exams. They would have to travel either to

ANC’s Main Campus in Blytheville or to the Leachville Center.

Another limitation was the days in which they could test. They were

only able to schedule their tests on Main Campus on Fridays and on

Thursdays at the Leachville Center. Our goal is to remove these

limitations and open up new opportunities for everyone in

Mississippi County and the surrounding areas!

III. Description

The mobile testing lab consists of five student laptops and a server

computer for the testing administrator. Each of the laptops have the

Pearson Vue (the creator and distributor of the GED exam) software

installed on them. The only requirement for the testing location is

hardwired internet connection.

As aforementioned, students were limited to having to travel or find

transportation to either Blytheville or Leachville. With the mobile

testing lab, these barriers have been eliminated. Megan Buchanan can

now take the testing to them. There is not a minimum number of



students required to perform the testing. If only one student is

needing to be tested, then Megan will travel to an agreed upon

location and test that one student. We will be able to open up testing

opportunities to a whole new demographic of students!

IV. Impact

For many students in southern Mississippi County, transportation is

a barrier. Many of these students would participate in our Distance

Learning program due to lack of adequate transportation to and from

class. Once they met all of their requirements and were ready to take

the GED Official, they had difficulty finding transportation to come

test on the limited number of testing days available on Main Campus.

Transportation issues will no longer be a barrier to them obtaining

their GED!

The mobile lab will help tremendously when it comes to testing

residents at Northeast Arkansas Center for Community Corrections

(aka NEACCC). Previously, when a resident or group of residents

were ready to take their GED Official exams, they would have to be

transported to ANC’s Main Campus in Blytheville. This posed a threat

not only to the testing administrator, but also to any students or

facility that were present at the time of testing. This process will be

eliminated now. The safety of ANC students and staff is of the utmost

priority!

Our ultimate goal is our student success. If we can show them that we

care about them and are willing to go above and beyond to help them,

they will start to match our efforts. With gas prices as high as they are

at this moment in time, a student may have to make a difficult

decision. Would they rather spend what little bit of money they have

on gas to drive from Frenchman’s Bayou to Blytheville, or would they

rather buy a box of Pampers for their baby? This is a very sad, but

very real, scenario. This is some of our student’s reality.



V. Collaboration

This project was a joint effort between Adult Education and MITS.

Tachmonite Butler and Megan Buchanan worked for about three

months getting the mobile lab ready to roll. Tach handled all of the IT

tech setup, purchasing the required equipment, and installing all of

the necessary programs onto the laptops. Megan handled the rest

which included getting approvals from Pearson Vue to become a

testing center, getting certified to administer the GED exam to

examinees, and working with Pearson Vue customer service to be sure

we had everything in place to start testing.

VI. Innovation

This is the first fully mobile testing facility in our area. So, not only

could we serve students all over Mississippi County, we could also

serve students all over the state! Not only can we GED Official test

mobily, we can also administer the TABE test as well. The TABE test

serves as a placement test for all adult education students. How well

they score on the TABE test determines the route they will be taking

during their adult education journey.

VII. Data Collection

Since the mobile testing lab became fully operational at the beginning

of March 2022, we have been able to successfully test students that

otherwise would not have been able to make it to Blytheville or

Leachville to test. We have had one GED graduate, and we have tested

four more students that should have their GED’s by the end of the

term!



VIII. Sustainability/Adaptability

Not only does the mobile testing lab contribute to the success of

students in Mississippi County, it also rolls uphill and contributes to

the success of the state of Arkansas as a whole! If our numbers are

rising, the state’s will, in turn, as well! All of the numbers play a part

in our funding equation:

More people that are able to test

+ More GED’s earned

= More state and federal funding

We are able to adapt to most any of our students’ needs. Here’s an

example: If a student can only test on Monday evenings at their local

church, we can load up the equipment, setup in one of the church’s

classrooms, plug in their hardwired internet cords, and we are ready

to test.

We ultimately want to eliminate any barriers to employment and

education. The more barriers we overcome, the more successful our

students will become. The more successful our students become, the

more they will want to continue their education at Arkansas

Northeastern College!


