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II. Summary

As the college transitions to Multi-Modal instruction, instructors have an excellent 
opportunity to take advantage of the medium, using existing resources to enliven and 
produce engagement. Software such as Camtasia allows instructors to not just record 
their lecture, but apply professional level editing and development to the process, 
producing a final product that students will find polished and exceptional. Stock video 
footage, which can be licensed at a relatively low cost, further enhances and develops the 
presentation.

III. Description

As part of the transition to Multi-Modal format, I undertook a significant 
renovation of my lectures, endeavoring to adapt them to match the new and innovative 
environment in which we are working. I knew that I could record myself reading through 
my existing lectures, but I wanted a more dynamic presentation, which could be provided 
through using a variety of tools.

First, for recording audio, I made use of the free audio editor Audacity. This editor 
has many important functions, allowing the user to sharpen the quality, adjust volume to 
avoid clipping, eliminate background noise and hissing, and edit on the fly. I used this 
software to give the audio to my presentations, which I recorded first, a professional and 
smooth quality.

Once the audio was recorded, I matched this with visuals using the Camtasia 
software. After laying down the audio track, I dragged and dropped various images, slides, 
and videos into the program to construct a full presentation. By using the features of 
Camtasia, faculty can manage smooth transitions, effects like panning and zooms, and 
even green screen effects. These can be used to assemble engaging videos full of humor 
and impressive visuals.

The last piece of the puzzle was obtaining a subscription to Storyblocks.com, a site 
which makes available stock footage, images, and audio. I used these to construct the 
intros to my videos. Additionally, they provided important reaction shots, and allowed me 
access to resources such as aerial drone photography that I otherwise would not have 
been able to use. This greatly increases the production value of the videos.

Following the completion of the videos, they can be uploaded to Panopto, which 
will store and automatically caption them, and then shared with students via Brightspace.

Although this was a very time intensive process (I estimate roughly three times as 
long as the runtime of each video), the results are impressive and have received numerous 
compliments, which will be detailed in the following section.



IV. Impact

In the Fall Semester of 2021, I utilized the videos in class for the first time. Under 
the provisions of the new Multi-Modal format, students were free to attend in person, via 
Zoom, or online. The majority of students chose to use the online option, meaning that the 
videos were their primary experience. Some, I never saw in person.

Despite this, my evaluation scores remained high, scoring high on issues such as 
knowledge of the subject, engagement, and encouragement to think critically. I would feel 
confident to say that the videos presented the material at least as well as my traditional 
in-class presentations from the scores alone, but students also made several specific 
comments about them:

“I loved the video lectures too, they kept my attention and were very high-quality”

“The material is thorough.”

“The videos are awesome.”

Additionally, I presented sessions on how to use Camtasia at both an online NISOD 
conference and at ACC (which was attended by a number of ANC faculty), and received a 
positive reception.

V. Innovation

In a sense, of course, making videos is not new.  YouTubers and social media 
influencers have been doing it now for the better part of two decades. What is innovative 
about this project is the application of these tools to the classroom. While there are many 
educational YouTube channels, these techniques allow the instructor to tailor material for 
his or her own classroom and incorporate the creative side of their personality in the 
building.

Instructors have not traditionally done this – I learned that this year as I rammed 
my head against the proverbial wall, teaching myself the ins and outs of video editing and 
using the software. I found in the process that I had to change the way I thought – to 
innovate my thinking – to embrace this new technology not as a burden, but as a 
possibility. While it has been a lot of work, it has also provided an incredible creative 
opportunity.

The use of the stock assets provided by Storyblocks is, I think, a genuinely 
innovative thing to see in education, and it is the kind of production technique that 
instructors will need to adopt in an increasingly online and view-oriented world. 

Ultimately, I believe that the issues I address here are necessary innovations, 
something that instructors will need to do to make the college and their courses 
competitive moving forward. I encourage others to adopt this mindset and will do my best 
to facilitate it.



VI. Sustainability/Adaptability 

I am pleased to report that the methods I have used are both sustainable and 
adaptable. They are something that every instructor can do, and they can be tailored to a 
variety of circumstances. 

The college has already purchased a number of Camtasia licenses, so all that is 
needed is training. I have talked with my dean, Ryan Perkins, about doing a training in the 
fall for those that want some hands-on experience with Camtasia, but it is a program that 
is user friendly, and which you can learn by doing. There are also numerous free programs 
for video editing which could be used if instructors prefer.

For the stock elements, Storyblocks charges for an annual membership (around 
$400), but it grants a lifetime license to use any material downloaded in that period in 
projects. Everything constructed during the one year subscription belongs to the user. In 
my case (and that of other instructors), it was willingly utilized on behalf of the college, so 
the rights to it will not change over time, and these videos can continue to be used. This is 
a much more forgiving licensing program than most stock sites, and represents significant 
savings for the college. There are also institutional subscription plans as well, should 
people want to take advantage.

Of course, even without Storyblocks, there are numerous online sources of video, 
such as the National Archives for historical topics. These can all be used (with proper 
citation) in educational videos.

Ultimately, I think this approach is not just sustainable, but essential, and that the 
institution and its offerings will be greatly strengthened as more faculty adopt it.


