
 

  

  

 

Summary – Advising Widget 
Academic advising is a commitment to the student to guide them through 
the often-confusing college experience. Part of this commitment involves 
helping the student if they start to struggle. With the portal, advisors had 
no way of seeing live grades in a class. They had to wait for midterm 
grades or early alerts, often this is too late to save the student. Behold the 
Advising Widget!  
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Description – Advising Widget 
 

ANC takes a holistic approach to almost everything. We have incredible resources for students in 
various situations. What we were missing is the ability to see grades, attendance, login times, and 
missing assignments live at our fingertips. The advising widget on Brightspace solves this 
critical need and gives the advisor instant access to course progress in every class the student is 
in.  

On the Brightspace homepage, advisors see the advising widget: 

 

From here, advisors will be able to look at only their own advisees. The name and ID number is 
blocked out due to grades being shown on the second image. I can also click by icon by the 
student’s name to send them an email,  all from the same screen. 



 



As you can see, this student is doing very well in all of their classes. So, I used the same screen 
to send this student an email congratulating them and encouraging them to keep up the great 
work! 

However, this student needs to work on their grades in Art and Customer Service, so my email to 
them expressed my concerns, asked them to reach out to their instructor, and set up a meeting 
with me for the following week. 

 
 

Impact – Advising Widget 
This impacts all academic advisors and expands to internships with the Solutions Group. We 
even have the availability to push this out to career coaches and high school counselors should 
we decide there is a need.  

 

Innovation - Advising Widget 
While Brightspace does have a basic auditing widget, our advising widget goes far beyond the 
builtin version. I was able to take the basic functionality of the audit widget and add all the 
courses that the student is enrolled in. Instead of the basic grade average, I was able to enhance it 
with specific details about how many times the student has logged in, missing work, and 
discussion/quizzes/assignments. This is leading us to Brightspace truly being our one stop shop.  

 



 

Sustainability/Adaptability - Advising Widget 
This creation is very easy to sustain. At present, Dr. Bridget Shemwell sends me the change of 
advisor sheet, and I process that through Brightspace. With the adoption of J1, this process will 
become more streamlined. J1 will give us access to enter the the advisor/advisors and that 
information can be linked to Brightspace so we will have automatic updates. 
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