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II. Summary 
 
 In the Fall of 2019, Art Instructor Holt Brasher and Associate Professor Dustin Kemper met to 
speak about creating a new degree focus for the AGS degree plan. Brasher noted that the previous 
focus of only Fine Arts had some issues. It was much harder for students to graduate on time due to a 
lack of course hours and courses offered. Kemper suggested they meld the Humanities with the Arts to 
help expedite students’ graduation time while still learning in the liberal arts. 
 
III. Description 
 
 The degree plan suggested by Kemper was the Fine Arts & Humanities degree focus.  The new 
focus allowed the following prefixes to be added to the Fine Arts degree: AN, EN, HI, HU, PH. Students 
with a liberal arts degree will take more English, History, and Humanities focused courses. This new 
degree plan allowed students to take Anthropology, English, History, Humanities, and Philosophy 
courses to add to their Fine Arts degree plan. This allows students in the Visual Arts and Music to now 
understand more about history and how it affects their focused area, learn more about constructing 
more effective statements on their arts through the English courses offered, or for new students in 
History or English to focus on their creative fields and add more to their experience with even more 
English, History, or the addition of other courses in the Arts/Humanities. The degree plan has helped 
establish ANC as a beacon for beginning Liberal Arts students in Northeast Arkansas. 
 
IV. Impact 
 
 Three students have now graduated with a degree focus in the AGS “Fine Arts and Humanities” 
degree. Although this number is as yet small, it represents tremendous opportunity for growth, and 
reflects success for the students who have embraced it. Each student was able to focus more heavily on 
their studies in the Visual Arts. We were able to exhibit Ken Hollis’ “Yokai” solo Art Exhibition and 
Kaylee Barber and Tony Tornkvist’s group exhibition. Without the extra time to work on their art and 
develop their skills, these students would have not had the time to dedicate to making these 
exhibitions exceptional. Barber and Hollis were also winners at the “3.5th Annual Student Juried Art 
Exhibition” as well. Hollis, after graduating, now is at Mizzou, finishing their degree. The count as of 
1/14/22 now shows nine students with an AGS in “Fine Arts and Humanities” with two graduating on 
time this Spring semester and several planning to transfer. One of these students, Jaylen Howard, will 
also be exhibiting his solo work in the Spring of 2022 on his life living with autism, proving again the 
degree plan encouraging and developing student creativity and voices that might otherwise go 
unheard. As the years progress, more students are learning of this new degree plan. Through it, they 
can graduate on time while devoting the appropriate amount of effort to developing and nurturing their 
skills. We will continue to foster more Music, History, and Creative Writing students through the use of 
this degree plan.  
 
V. Innovation 
 



 Innovation is noted for allowing the AGS degree a new focus, which has allowed liberal arts 
students the ability to pursue a degree plan that is going to impact their future much more than the 
normal Associates of Arts or former degree plans. Many Liberal Arts colleges require more Humanities, 
Arts, Music, or History courses. This degree plan now allows for these students to take more of these 
focused courses and still graduate on time with an appropriate number of hours. The goal of the 
community college is to foster unique opportunities, and this includes the creative field. Students who 
lack the funds or ability to attend a four year university still deserve the chance to develop their talents. 
This innovation allows young liberal arts students from this area a pathway to university level study, 
represents a considerable saving of their funds, and enriches the artistic and cultural atmosphere of 
Arkansas Northeastern College and the wider community.  
 
VI. Sustainability/Adaptability  
 
 The degree plan continues to gain steam, adding more students each year. Instructors are 
endeavoring to inform students and advisors of this change. The faculty is committed to providing Fine 
Arts and Liberal Arts students a better degree plan for their focuses in the future at University level and 
helping them to graduate on time, an important requirement for students and also for the financial and 
academic health of the institution. This change required no additional expenditure of funds or college 
resources, and thus is quite sustainable. Existing Fine Arts scholarships help facilitate this decision and 
make it economically viable for students. 
 

Additionally, this change represents adaptability in several respects. First, the college has 
adapted to the situation on the ground at universities and Liberal Arts colleges by creating a degree 
plan which lets students take classes that will prepare them for specialized study. Second, this 
specialization allows for more possibility in the future. Having tested it for Fine Arts, it may in the future 
be the foundation of further program grown in specialized areas of study such as the social sciences. 
We look forward to this degree plan and the philosophy behind it being a valid option for future 
students as ANC faces new opportunities and challenges.  


