

Departmental Syllabus
American National Government- PO 23003


Course Catalog Description:
A study of the U.S. Constitution and its developing expressed and implied institutions.  


II.  Program Learning Outcomes (Associate of Arts):  
 
1. Oral and Written Responses: Develop an organized written or oral response with a thesis (focus), detailed support, and concluding information, responding to a prompt or choice of topics, while demonstrating standard grammar, usage, and mechanics. (Course-Level Outcome 1)

2. Acquire, Apply, and Synthesize Knowledge: Demonstrate the ability to acquire, apply, and synthesize
[bookmark: _GoBack]knowledge while developing critical thinking, problem-solving, and research skills. (CLO 2)

3. Social and Behavioral Sciences: Identify and analyze present and historical factors which shape the development of individuals, communities, cultures, and societies, as well as, the range of methods used within the social sciences. (CLOs 2 and 3) 


Course-Level Learning Outcomes: 

1. Students will develop and utilize communication skills in order to better comprehend the principles, structure, policies, processes, and functions of the United States Government. (Institutional Learning Outcome Communication Fluency)
2. Students will apply higher-order skills to analyze information about Constitutional functions, political parties, federalism, and the election process.  (ILO Critical Thinking)

Course Overview:  An introduction to the principles, structure, processes, and functions of the United States federal government and other related political activities.  Students who complete this course should have a better understanding and perspective of the government, the obligations of citizens and their relationship with the government of the United States. 

Course Rationale:  To acquaint students with the operations of the national government and the influence of      
  government upon their lives.

Course Objectives: To provide an understanding of the political process to include the Constitution, political institutions, and public policy.

Course Prerequisites
Fundamentals of Composition or a 19+ on the ACT (or Accuplacer equivalent). 

Course Credits
Three

Required Texts and Materials
Provided in the first day handout.

Supplementary (Optional) Texts and Materials
Online supplements may be provided in the course. 

Course Policies: Grades

Grades of "Incomplete": 

A grade of “I” (incomplete) is assigned on the final grade roster when a student fails to meet all course
requirements for reasons beyond his/her control, i.e., illness of the student, or serious illness or death in the family. Procrastination or pressures of work in other courses are not satisfactory reasons for an “I” grade. The “I” grade will be calculated into the grade point average with the appropriate hours attempted and no quality points earned. Students who do not complete the requirements for removal of the “I” grade by midterm of the following fall or spring semester will be assigned a grade of “F.” Students who complete the requirements will have the instructor assigned grade posted to the transcript and the grade point average will be adjusted accordingly.

The current College policy concerning incomplete grades will be followed in this course. Incomplete grades are given only in situations where unexpected emergencies prevent a student from completing the course and the remaining work can be completed the next semester. Your instructor is the final authority on whether you qualify for an incomplete. Incomplete work must be finished by mid-term of the following semester or the “I” will automatically be recorded as an “F” on your transcript.


Course Policies: Technology and Media

Email:    Arkansas Northeastern College has collaborated with Google to host email addresses for ANC students. myANCmail accounts are created for each student enrolled in the current semester and is the email address your instructor will use to communicate with you.  Access your email account by going to http://mail.google.com/a/smail.anc.edu and using your first and last names, separated by a period for your username.  Your default password is your Student ID, no hyphens.    If you cannot access your student email, contact the MITS department at 762-1020 ext 1150 or ext 1207 or send an email to ANChelp@smail.anc.edu.  

Computer Labs:  In addition to general-purpose classrooms, a number of computer laboratories are provided for instructional and student use. These networked laboratories are state-of-the-art and fully equipped with computers, printers, Internet connections and the latest software.  The labs are open to students enrolled in one or more credit hours at the College.

Technology Support:  A lab assistant is generally present in the computer lab in B202 for assistance in using the College computers.  These assistants cannot help you with course assignments; specific questions regarding the technology requirements for each course should be directed to the instructor of the course.  Problems with myANC or College email accounts should be addressed by email to ANCHelp@smail.anc.edu.


Course Policies: Student Expectations

Disability Access:   Arkansas Northeastern College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. This First Day Handout is available in alternate formats upon request. Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations. No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the instructor to request accommodations. Students who need accommodations must be registered with Blythe Gillen in Statehouse Hall, 762-3180.

Attendance Policy:
Regular class attendance and punctuality are required for all classes and laboratory sessions. Attendance during the first week of a regular semester or the first three days of a summer term is required to remain on the class roster. When absent because of illness or emergency during a semester, students are responsible for contacting instructors regarding work missed. In general, a student should not miss more than the following: 3 classes in a MWF or MTWH sequence. 2 classes in a MW or TH sequence. 1 class in the evening (6:25-8:55 p.m.). In each class the instructor determines the limits and the extent to which absences and tardiness affect the students’ grades.

In online courses, students are expected to complete all coursework by the assigned due dates.  

Professionalism Policy: 
When using email and discussion forums, remember that they are a text medium.  Social cues that help bring meaning to normal conversations such as tone of voice, facial expressions, and body language are not present.  Clear and careful writing is especially important

Academic Integrity Policy: 
Academic dishonesty in any form will not be tolerated. Students are expected to do their own work. Plagiarism, using the words of others without express permission or proper citation, will not be tolerated. Any cheating (giving or receiving) or other dishonest activity will, at a minimum, result in a zero on that test or assignment and may be referred, at the discretion of the instructor, to the Department Chair and/or Vice President of Instruction for further action. If you are uncertain as to what constitutes academic dishonesty, please consult the Academic Integrity Policy for further details.  (http://www.anc.edu/docs/Academic_Integrity_Policy.pdf)
 
Studying together is acceptable and encouraged because such can be helpful in learning; but each class member is expected to prepare class assignments and test alone based on his/her knowledge and individual effort.


Academic & Career Enrichment Advising Center: The Academic & Career Enrichment (ACE) Advising Center is located in Statehouse Hall in Room S145. The ACE Advising Center advises all new ANC students. Once a student is progressing through his/her program of study the student will be assigned an advisor in the field of study. Prospective students are provided test prep assistance through the computerized Skills Tutor system for Compass test placement. The ACE Advising Center also houses a Virtual Career Center including career placement services, as well as academic tutoring services for enrolled students. The tutoring services offered are one-on-one tutoring, group tutoring, and group labs for specific classes.

Other Student Support Services:  Many departments are ready to assist you reach your educational goals.  Be sure to check with your advisor; the ACE Advising Center, Room S145 and Student Support Services, Room W207; to find the right type of support for you.   



Unit and Course-Level Learning Outcomes and Objectives

UNIT I.    Foundations of Government and the Media

Rationale:   To provide a core of foundation terms, concepts, and institutions necessary for comprehending the American political process.

Student Leaning Outcomes and Objectives:
1. Students will define government, politics, democracy, ideology, federalism, public opinion, political philosophies, interest groups, mass media, foreign and domestic policy, as well as other political terms. (CLO 1)
2. Students will discuss the historical events leading to the creation of the Constitution, including mercantilism, the unitary system of government, the French and Indian War, the American Revolution, the Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the Constitutional Convention.  (CLO 2)
3. Students will examine the Constitutional Convention and the political battle over ratification. (CLO 2)
4. Students will become better acquainted with the seven articles of the Constitution.  (CLO 1)
5. Students will evaluate the enduring principles of the Constitution. (CLO 2)
6. Students will examine federalism and the historical evolution of national supremacy over state rights. (CLO 2)
7. Students will study the characteristics and patterns of public opinion, the agents of political socialization, and public opinion polls. (CLO 1)
8. Students will examine the types of media, the functions of the mass media, its influence, and its role in setting the agenda. (CLO 2)


UNIT II.   Politics & the American People/The Legislative and Executive Branch

Rationale: To provide the basis for understanding the relationship between people, private institutions, and politics. To provide an understanding of the functions of each branch of government, and the concepts of separation of powers and checks and balances.


Student Learning Outcomes and Objectives:

1. Students will distinguish between the liberal and conservative perspectives of political issues. (CLO 2)
2. Students will discuss the functions of political parties, the history of parties, and the two-party system.  (CLO 2)
3. Students will examine the different types of interest groups and the tactics they use to influence government policymaking. (CLO 2)
4. Students will compare and contrast the House of Representatives and the Senate. (CLO 1)
5. Students will identify organizational elements of congress, such as committees and leadership positions. (CLO 1)
6. Students will recognize the expressed and implied powers of congress. (CLO 1)
7. Students will analyze the representative, legislative, agenda-setting, and oversight functions of Congress. (CLO 2)
8. Students will know the qualifications for the Presidency. (CLO 1)
9. Students will learn the order of the succession to the President.  (CLO 1)
10. Students will analyze the President’s powers and roles. (CLO 2)
11. Students will explain the limits and constraints placed on Presidential powers. (CLO 2)
12. Students will identify the organization of the Presidential office. (CLO 1)


UNIT III.   Branches of Government/Rights of Individuals

Rationale: To provide students with basic information about the judiciary and how it functions.  This will lead to a discussion about the judiciary as the branch that helped advance civil rights and civil liberties.

Student Learning Outcomes and Objectives:

1. Students will explore the intricacies and components of the government bureaucracy. (CLO 1)
2. Students will examine the powers of the judiciary, the dual court system, aspects of the Supreme Court, the history of the Court, and the use of judicial activism v. restraint. (CLO 2)
3. Students will explain the checks and balances between each branch of government. (CLO 1)
4. Students will analyze the importance of the Civil Rights Movement, its Constitutional basis, and legislation passed by Congress during the era.  (CLO 2)
5. Students will distinguish between implied rights and expressed rights. (CLO 1)
6. Students will examine civil liberties and civil rights as they relate to amendments in the Constitution. (CLO 2)
7. Students will discuss the expansion of civil rights. (CLO 2) 




Disclaimer:  This First Day Handout was prepared under certain limited assumptions. Therefore, if the students in the class seem to "fit" the design for the course and if events occur as planned, the schedule, assignments, and assessments will be followed. The instructor has the option, however, to eliminate or add assignments and/or assessments if he/she feels it is in the best interest of the students.
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