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Upcoming
Important
Events
Fri 2/10: TOPS Challenge
Mon 2/13: Crossroad Coalition Miss Co Training Session (see page 2)
Mon 2/20: Presidents’ Day
(COLLEGE CLOSED)
Fri 2/24: Quiz Bowl
Mon-Fri 3/19-23: Spring
Break (students)
Fri 3/23: Spring Break
(COLLEGE CLOSED)

Submissions
Have items of interest you’d like
featured in NEWSLink online
newsletter? Please send your
departmental news, upcoming
events, etc., to Ammi Tucker at
atucker@smail.anc.edu
Weekly deadline is 5pm Monday.

Suggestions?
Is there something you’d like to
see more (or less) of in
NEWSLink online newsletter?
Please send your suggestions,
comments, and other feedback
to Ammi Tucker at ext 1523 or
atucker@smail.anc.edu.

ANC Mission:
Arkansas Northeastern
College is committed to
providing accessible,
quality educational programs, services, and lifelong
learning opportunities.

O N L I N E

N E W S L E T T E R

New Look for ANC News Sources
The outlets in which ANC disseminates news information have
taken on fresh, new looks and will be done a bit differently.
This weekly online only newsletter, NEWSLink, will be distributed internally as well posted on our website, and will feature news
stories and briefs on a frequent basis. This e-publication replaces
The Open Door internal newsletter.
Within the last few weeks, many of you likely received a copy
of ANC’s Connections magazine at your home. This new semiannual piece will serve as not only a news outlet for the college, but
a publication that can be enjoyed by the entire community, including
students, parents, and supporters, as well as provide a snapshot of
ANC for people outside of our area. Connections will highlight
news stories in more depth and include feature stories illustrating
ANC’s connection to the community. This publication is taking the
place of a bi-monthly College Times newspaper.
For more information about either publication or to submit your
news stories, upcoming events, announcements, or other items,
please contact Ammi Tucker at atucker@smail.anc.edu.

Small Business Seminar Tomorrow
Main Street Blytheville will be hosting a free small business seminar at the Main Street office, located
in the historic Greyhound Bus Depot at 109 N 5th Street, on Tuesday, January 24 at 5:30. Mark Miller,
Main Street Arkansas Small Business Consultant, will help anyone who runs a small business or is exploring starting a small business learn to better compete against “Big Box” merchants and shopping malls.
Some of the principles covered will include: What draws people to shop downtown instead of “Big Boxes”
and malls; what drives customers away from shopping downtown; factors that help small stores survive; steps you
can take to help ensure your chances of survival; and thinking outside the traditional retail “box”.
For more details or to RSVP, please call the Main Street Blytheville offices at 870-863-2525.

Career Day Showcases Area Opportunities
Rivercrest High School recently held its second annual Career Day on January 4th. The purpose of Career Day is
to expose students to a variety of different professional opportunities, let them hear from and ask questions to successful
professionals in these fields, and educate them on the appropriate path to pursue a career in fields of interest.
Juniors and seniors were divided into small groups and heard from speakers that were placed in selected
classrooms. Students heard from educators, local business leaders, medical professionals, and law enforcement
officials. Career Day speakers included: Sgt. Wanda James, Arkansas State Police; Joseph Moore and Matt
Walker, United States Secret Service; Priscilla Deford, Osceola High School Nurse; Dr. Stephen Pirtle of Osceola; Justin Cissell, Bancorp South of Osceola; Lori Hixson, Me and My Sister/Mearle Norman of Blytheville;
David Blagg, Greenway Implements of Blytheville; Dwayne Mays and Mike Wyatt, Evonik Cyro of Osceola;
Sandy Walker, RHS Librarian; and Sara Creecy and Jeanne Hill, Arkansas Counseling Associates.
During the event, freshmen and sophomores attended an assembly in the school’s auditorium to learn about
the connection between education and career pathways, and about scholarship opportunities to provide access to
higher education. Angie Dixon of Arkansas Northeastern College and Yalonda Young of the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences led this segment of the Career Day program.
The faculty, staff, and administration at RHS would like to express their appreciation to all those who participated in making Career Day a successful event. A special thanks to Major Northcutt and the ROTC students for
serving as facilitators and Whitney Sanders for taking photos of the event.
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Instructor Published in Science Research Journal
In December 2011,
ANC instructor Dr.
Gary Yarbrough and
Dr. Kris Biondolillo of
ASU published a paper
in the Journal of Behavioral and Neuroscience
Research titled
“Instrumental ReinDr. Gary Yarbrough
forcement and Thermoregulation in the Domestic Chick: An Inquiry Based Learning Project.” The Journal of Behavioral and Neuroscience Research (JBNR) is a full-text online peer
reviewed journal published at The College
of Saint Rose, located in Albany, New
York.

HUNGRY?
Try breakfast or lunch at ANC’s

OPEN MONDAY
THROUGH FRIDAY
(Friday is Breakfast Only)

All of your favorites
plus new menu items!
Daily specials
Homemade desserts

Dine In or
Carry Out
Call your order in ahead at x1214

The project’s aim was to establish an
inexpensive and relatively easy to conduct
model for teaching the basic concepts of
experimental design, operant conditioning,
and the ethics of behavioral research to
undergraduate students through an inquirybased collaborative project. Drs. Biondolillo and Yarbrough guided undergraduate students through the process of designing, conducting, and analyzing the results
from an experiment in which young chickens learned a simple behavior in order to
gain access to a heat source or to escape
from a heat source.
The outcome of their study supported
previous reports that students’ learning is
enhanced by teaching concepts using stu-

dent-centered inquiry-based teaching methods. The students indicated that they enjoyed conducting the experiment and that
they gained a deeper understanding of operant conditioning, experimental methods,
and the ethical issues involved in working
with live subjects.
Their data indicated that young chickens can learn operant behaviors to regulate
their body temperature, and will serve as a
basis for future projects. Drs. Yarbrough
and Biondolillo expect to conduct a second
experiment in the Spring/Summer of 2012.
For more information about the study,
contact Dr. Gary Yarbrough at
gyarbrough@smail.anc.edu, or click here
to download a PDF of the article.

Regional Leadership Training
Program to be Hosted at ANC
The Crossroads Coalition is proud to announce
the nine-county launch of the Regional Leadership
Training Program: Cultivating Economic & Community Development in Eastern Arkansas.
The Mississippi County Session will be held on Monday, February 13, from 8:30 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. on the Arkansas Northeastern College Blytheville Main Campus, Room
A101. Lunch will be provided and attendance is free, but space is limited. Please RSVP by
February 6 to Elizabeth Mills at 870-238-5300 or emills@crossroadscoalition.org.
The ongoing regional program was made possible by a General Improvement Fund (GIF)
Economic Development Grant awarded by the Arkansas Economic Development Commission
(AEDC) to build a more cohesive, regional leadership base, comprised of elected, civic, business
and community leadership of all levels, who are willing to work together to create a stronger and
more competitive environment in eastern Arkansas.
The Regional Leadership Training Program, developed and delivered in partnership with the
Institute for Economic Advancement at UALR, represents AEDC’s investment in the future of
eastern Arkansas and its leaders, by making available the training, information, data and resources necessary for our communities, counties and eastern Arkansas to be successful in the
increasingly competitive global economy.
The first stage of the program will be a series of free one-day training sessions – one in each
Crossroads county - designed to provide an overview of the economic and community development process as well as county-specific data and analysis to support and strengthen the efforts of
current city and county leadership and engage future leaders across the Crossroads region.
Program topics include: Introduction to Economic Development; Understanding the Local
Product; Thinking Strategically; Leadership & Organizational Development; Community Development; Understanding the Business Development Process & Marketing Your Community;
Workforce Assessment & Economic Development; Finding Your Niche; and Discuss and Q&A.
Each participant will receive a toolkit packed full of information, data, directories, resources,
and other tools to aid in strengthening local and regional economic development efforts and promoting progress in eastern Arkansas.
The Crossroads Coalition is a strong and growing regional partnership working to cultivate
progress and prosperity in eastern Arkansas. The Crossroads region includes Crittenden, Cross,
Lee, Mississippi, Monroe, Phillips, Poinsett, St. Francis and Woodruff counties. The work of the
coalition is focused in the four primary areas of economic development, education & workforce
development, community development and leadership development. For more information about
the Crossroads Coalition, please visit www.crossroadscoalition.org.
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Burdette Center Students Give Tour, Build Robots
Students at Arkansas Northeastern College Burdette Center had
a very busy fall semester. Students enrolled in Kim Hart’s Education
program and members of Future Educators of America (FEA) hosted
elementary students from Luxora Elementary School. The FEA students gave the children tours of the Arkansas Northeastern College
Burdette campus. After the tours, FEA members helped children
make their own Christmas ornaments to take home with them. FEA
is an international student organization dedicated to supporting
young people interested in education-related careers.
Also in the fall semester students enrolled in Brandon Malone’s
Advanced Manufacturing program traveled to Fort Smith to compete in the Regional BEST Robotics competition. The BEST robotics team
worked for six weeks and used plywood and a box of various materials to build a functioning robot that was required to perform specific tasks. The students used programming software to be able to make the robot perform the tasks. A group of students went
to Arkansas State University to compete at the local level where the team placed 2 nd in
the robotics competition. They were invited to participate in the regional competition
that was held at University of Arkansas Fort Smith in early December. The team placed
9th out of 38 teams in the robotics competition.
BEST which stands for Boosting Engineering Science and Technology is a middle
and high school robotics competition whose mission is to engage and excite students
about engineering, science, and technology as well as inspire them to pursue careers in
these fields. Students learn to analyze and solve problems utilizing the Engineering
Design Process, which helps them develop technological literacy skills. It is these skills
that industry seeks in its workforce.

Notes of
Appreciation
The family of Murray Therrell acknowledges with grateful appreciation your kind expression of sympathy. Thank you all for the phone
calls and visits. I really appreciate
all of you.
Billie Ruth
I’d like to thank the Board, Staff,
and Faculty for the flowers sent
after my surgery and prayers
throughout my recovery.
Barbara Baker

TRiO Staff Enjoy Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator Training
The federally funded
TRIO Program staff recently participated in a
three-hour workshop exploring the role of personality type in everyday life
and career choice. The
advisors who attended the
workshop assist and advise students ranging
from 6th graders to 60-year
old non-traditional college
students and have been
working on their certifications in the Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator (MBTI).
Research shows that
many choices made in life are influenced to some degree by our psychological type preferences. The MBTI is a very accurate indicator of type, but it is not perfect. The tool identifies
a person’s preferences and helps students of all ages make better career choices as they are
enrolled in education. The results reflect a person’s preferred ways of attending to the world
and making decisions. It is a lot like handedness- everyone uses both hands, but favors and
is better at using one of them.
Five of the TRIO staff are now certified in the MBTI, offering career counseling and
degree choice advising to the TRIO participants in the Educational Talent Search program
(6th – 12th graders in 13 secondary schools) and the Educational Opportunity Center (adults
19 and older enrolling in any post-secondary training) program. For more information on
any of the TRIO services, call 870-838-2961.
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INCLEMENT WEATHER
POLICY 2011-12

When the Chief Academic Officer, or designated official, determines, based on available data,
that the weather or other conditions have made
roads impassable, the news media will be notified
that the College is closed. Closings will be effective for all College operations, on and off campus,
including the University Center.
In the event of inclement weather, please
tune to one of the radio/TV stations listed for information concerning the College closing. Our
local radio station (96.3FM) and KAIT TV Channel 8, Jonesboro, will be the two notified first
because they are the fastest and easiest of our
media to contact during inclement weather. For
those of you who signed up for text messaging on
the portal, you will receive a text message on the
status of the closing.
In addition we will provide information on
our website and update the automated telephone
system as soon as a decision has been made.
Television/Radio Stations:
KAIT TV Channel 8, Jonesboro
KLCN Radio (910 AM), Blytheville
KHLS Radio Station (96.3 FM), Blytheville
KOSE Radio Station (860 FM) ,Osceola
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Main Street Blytheville
Small Business Seminar
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TOPS Challenge
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Crossroads Coalition Regional Leadership Training
8am-4pm, A101. RSVP by
Feb 6 @ 870-238-5300
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President’s Day
COLLEGE CLOSED
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ANC Invitational Quiz Bowl
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Mar 3
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